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Goodbye 2020, hello 2021! Before us is a year of “new” --- new vaccines, new Congress and new 
administration in Washington, D.C., and --- best of all --- hope and fresh ideas for addressing old and 
new problems. We in SNEP bring a renewed commitment to taking care of our region’s complex, 
vulnerable, and wonderful environment, and we promise to continue building resilient ecosystems and 
communities while hoping that we can once again meet face to face with our partners.   
 
We know we can do this. Even while the pandemic created huge hurdles to working together, EPA and 
our partners were able to advance several new activities and projects in the region, while continuing 
earlier efforts. When Senator Reed called for this program back in 2012, it was with the recognition that 
the coastal watersheds of southern Massachusetts and Rhode Island face common urgent 
environmental challenges. SNEP was created to lead a comprehensive regional policy coordination and 
outreach effort to restore these watersheds --- and so we have, using our unique role to share and apply 
innovative transferable solutions based on partners, policy, and science to the challenges of a changing 
world and climate.  
 
Since SNEP’s inception in 2012, we have invested $32.4 million in funding to support 100+ technical 
assistance, research, monitoring and implementation projects that together have installed multiple best 
management practices to capture pollutants and have begun restoring wetlands, reducing vulnerability 
of urban areas to climate change impacts, and supporting monitoring to track how we are doing. We 
have worked with other federal and state agencies and local partners to evaluate new and cost-effective 
technologies that promise to address the overabundance of nutrients flowing into our waterways and 
reverse habitat impairments. We have also supported or introduced new approaches such as permeable 
reactive barriers, non-proprietary nitrogen-reducing septic systems, aquaculture, new stormwater 
protocols, restoration of degraded wetlands, manure composting, regional wastewater planning and 
more.  
 
In 2020, EPA teamed up with the SNEP Network to kick off this newsletter to share information about 
what’s happening in the SNEP world, not only with us at EPA, but among our partners and other 
stakeholders too. Every other month we have highlighted new environmental advancements, 
introduced you to one of our partner organizations, spotlighted SNEP projects taking place in the region, 
and shared news about upcoming events. Last year, we also kicked off quarterly webinars focusing on 
regional topics. We will continue bringing these resources to you, with our first 2021 webinar on 
2/11/21, which will be focused on the nexus of aquaculture, habitat and local economy.  
 
Finally, in 2020 we launched the SNEP Network to bring expert technical assistance to communities, 
tribes and other organizations to help them with environmental restoration financing, stormwater 
mitigation, smart growth planning, watershed planning and site design. Together with our SNEP 
Watershed Grants program, the SNEP Network provides unique, coordinated access to help meet 
community and environmental needs across the region. 
 
We hope that these efforts result in effective action and improved environmental condition in the 
region. We welcome your feedback about ways to improve this newsletter and indeed our program. 
Please give me a call at 617-918-1578 to provide feedback on our efforts or email the EPA Team at 
SECoastalNE@epa.gov. 
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I wish you all a healthy and happy 2021 full of new beginnings and adventures, and continued 
partnerships as together we all work to protect the special places that we cherish and make the SNEP 
region a national treasure.  

MaryJo Feuerbach 
SNEP Manager 

 


